
6 Sector Based Pathways

to further study and employment

Preparation 

for further 

education, 

training 

and work



NZQA’s 6 sector career pathways



So you see how what 

you are studying at 

school fits into the 

work force

NZQA standards fit 

into one or more 

sectors



The 2017 subject selection book identified the 

number of credits in each vocational pathway 

associated with each course offered by the college 

at level 1, 2 and 3 e.g.:
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This standard fits into 3 sectors
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This standard fits all 6 sectors



5

This standard fits into 1 sector



primary 

industries

social & 

community

services

service 

industries

manufacturing 

& technology

construction & 

infrastructure

Chemistry 1.5

Maths 1.5 3 credits 3 credits 3 credits 3 credits 3 credits

4 credits 4 credits

Ag/Hort 1.10 5 credits

312 3 3 7

creative 

industries

3 credits

7

4 credits

These 3 selected standards add up across the 6 sectors



A Vocational Pathway Certificate

You need:

• NCEA Level 1 Literacy & Numeracy

• NCEA Level 2 Certificate

• 20 sector credits from the same sector pathway



NZQA’s report to you when you use your 

NSN number on the NZQA website

http://youthguarantee.net.nz/vocational-pathways/profile-builder/


Another NZQA record using an NSN



Kamar shows Vocational Pathway totals for Level 1 Standards 

but NZQA does not because these do not count 

towards a Vocational Pathway Certificate.



During the year Kamar shows in grey what Vocational Pathway 

credits you can achieve this year and in colour, ones you have 

already achieved.



By the end of the year Kamar shows same information as NZQA for 

achieved Level 2 Standards. Twenty credits from the same ‘sector’ 

pathway and 60 further credits from the recommended standards

will gain a Vocational Pathway Endorsement. 

(Recommended standards include Level 1 Literacy and Numeracy)



The list of jobs below the pathways graph are hyperlinks and will take you to the Careers 

NZ website.



The Vocational Pathways Profile Builder

The Profile Builder is a tool for use by students,

parents, whānau, and educators to help plan study

options

http://www.youthguarantee.net.nz/vocational-

pathways/profile-builder/

This tool can be used in three different ways:

• To plan a course, you can enter in

standards you would like to do, or are

currently doing.

• To see which Vocational Pathway you

are heading along, you can enter the

standards offered in your course(s).

• To help track progress towards a NCEA

Level 2 Vocational Pathways Award, you

can enter your standards at different

times through the year, updating your

profile as you go.

http://www.youthguarantee.net.nz/vocational-pathways/profile-builder/


The Vocational Pathways Profile Builder

It can also:

• Be used at each level of NCEA – Levels 1, 2, or 

3.

• Allow students to use the literacy and numeracy 

calculators to work out whether you have met 

the appropriate literacy and numeracy 

requirements for each NCEA level by using this 

link: 

http://www.youthguarantee.net.nz/vocational-

pathways/profile-builder

http://www.youthguarantee.net.nz/vocational-pathways/profile-builder/


This is Blueprint.

Your NCEA credit 

records, diary and 

career planner in one 

easy-to-use app.

Sign up for free today.

Download from the 

App Store for your 

IPhone or from Google 

play for your Android 

phone.


